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Introduction

A Czech grotesk,
drawn new

Metr Grotesk is a geometric grotesk with Central European
roots. It takes its cue from Universal Grotesk, the round sans that
Grafotechna in Prague cast for four decades and that lettered
Czechoslovak signs, posters and timetables.

It is not a revival or a trace. Every letter is drawn new by Tomas
Kopecny, keeping the open, circular shapes and adding what a
working family needs today: five weights with true italics, a
variable font, small caps, alternates and full Central European
coverage.

Styles 10: Thin, Light, Regular, Medium, Bold,
each with a 10° italic

Variable Weight 100-700, slant O to —10°

Glyphs 648 per style

Features Small caps, 3 stylistic sets, fractions,
tabular figures, slashed zero, case forms

Languages Latin Extended-A: Western, Central and
Eastern European languages

Formats OTF, TTF, WOFF2, variable TTF and WOFF2

Designer Tomas Kopecny

Version 1.4, 2026



Metr Grotesk
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The family

Thin Kilometres of type 100
Thin ltalic Kilometres of type 100 - 10°
qu al Kilometres of type 300
Lighf ltalic Kilometres of type 300 - 10°
Reqular Kilometres of type 400
[talic Kilometres of type 400 -10°
Medium Kilometres of type 500
Medium ltalic Kilometres of type 500 - 10°
Bold Kilometres of type 700
Bold Italic Kilometres of type 700 - 10°



Metr Grotesk Variable font
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.Eve ry welq ht One variable font w ith two axes : weight from 100

to 700 and slant from upright to 10°. Here in steps
in between

AgAgAgAgAgAgAg
AJAgAgAgAgAgAg
AGJAGAGAgAgAgAg

wwwww




eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

444444444

Trolleybus B » Jarni

drawn by hand in Jihlava
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Metr Grotesk 06 Sizes

.. Geometry with
Geometry with a

... Geometry with a warm hand

wesomst Geometry with a warm hand

RRRRRRRRRRR Geometry with a warm hand

lllllllllll Geometry with a warm hand

Light 14 pt Geometry with a warm hand

lllllllllll Geometry with a warm hand

Regular 8 pt Geometry with a warm hand
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Typesetting

A ruler, a compass

and a sense of

humour

How a round grotesk from the 1930s type case became a
variable family for screens, signs and books.

n the 1950s the Prague type
foundry Grafotechna cast a
round, geometric sans called
Universal Grotesk. It came from
the Kristall-Grotesk of the 1930s
and ended up everywhere: on
railway timetables, cinema
posters, the labels of jam jars and
the spines of paperbacks.
Nobody thought of it as a
typeface with a name. It was
simply the letters of the street.
Metr Grotesk keeps that plain,
measured voice. The o is a circle,

the stems are straight and the
terminals are cut square, so the
type reads like a well kept
drawing office. Inside that
discipline the shapes are allowed
to be friendly: around g, a
generous a, and a tailed  that
keeps words like 7llegal and /l{
legible.

The family runs from a hairline
Thin to a dense Bold, with a true
10° italic in every weight. The
variable font fills in the steps
between, and the OPENTYPE

features add small caps, fractions
like ¥4, tabular figures and a
slashed zero.

Text sizes were spaced and
kerned on long running copy
rather than on headlines alone:
more than 1,200 kerning class
pairs, checked in Czech, Polish,
German and English. The result
sets an evenly grey page at 9
points and still holds its shape on
a billboard.

“Theois a
circle, the
stems are
straight, and
the letters
still smile.”

Headline Bold 54 pt Deck Light 19.5 pt

Body Regular 11/16 pt

Quote Medium ltalic 27 pt
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Text

Light 9/13 pt

Metr Grotesk sets a calm, even text. Its
round letters and short, straight stems give
a steady rhythm that works for reports,
books, menus and signs. Figures line up in
tables, small caps quieten acronyms like
UNESCO and PDF, and the italic adds
emphasis without shouting. Prilis zlutoucky
kin Upéel débelskeé ody. Zwolf Boxkampfer
jagen Viktor quer Uber den groBen Sylter
Deich.

Regular 9/13 pt

Metr Grotesk sets a calm, even text. Its
round letters and short, straight stems
give a steady rhythm that works for
reports, books, menus and signs. Figures
line up in tables, small caps quieten
acronyms like UNESCO and PDF, and the
italic adds emphasis without shouting.
Prilis Zlutoucky kin Upél dédbelské ody.
Zwolf Boxkampfer jagen Viktor quer Gber
den groBen Sylter Deich.

Medium 9/13 pt

Metr Grotesk sets a calm, even text. Its
round letters and short, straight stems
give a steady rhythm that works for
reports, books, menus and signs.
Figures line up in tables, small caps
quieten acronyms like UNESCO and
PDF, and the italic adds emphasis
without shouting. PFilis zlutoucky kon
Upél dabelské ody. Zwolf Boxkampfer
jagen Viktor quer Uber den groB3en
Sylter Deich.

Bold 9/13 pt

Metr Grotesk sets a calm, even text. Its
round letters and short, straight stems
give a steady rhythm that works for
reports, books, menus and signs.
Figures line up in tables, small caps
quieten acronyms like UNESCO and
PDF, and the italic adds emphasis
without shouting. PFilis zlutoucky kon
Upél dabelské ody. Zwolf Boxkampfer
jagen Viktor quer Uber den groBen
Sylter Deich.

Regular 12/17 pt

Metr Grotesk sets a calm, even text. Its round letters and short,

straight stems give a steady rhythm that works for reports, books,

menus and signs. Figures line up in tables, small caps quieten
acronyms like UNESCO and PDF, and the italic adds emphasis
without shouting. Pfili§ zlutoucky kdn Upél dabelské ody. Zwolf

Boxkampfer jagen Viktor quer Uber den groBen Sylter Deich.

Medium 18/23 pt

Metr Grotesk sets a calm, even text. Its
round letters and short, straight stems give
a steady rhythm that works for reports,
books, menus and signs.

Bold 40/42 pt

Figures line up, small caps quieten
acronyms.



Metr Grotesk 09 Italic

Leaning 10°

AdAadAaAaAa

The italic leans 10° and keeps the geometry of the the same line without a change of colour. Use it for
upright. It is a slanted roman, so the letters stay titles, quotations and the occasional raised voice.
calm and wide, and they mix with the uprights in
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Uppercase

ABCDEFGHI JK LMNOPQRSTUVWIXY/Z

Lowercase

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

Figures

O1 2 3 4567 89 ** 3 "AhAloYVY 770 o1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 °

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Punctuation

LT %l e Y L= 2@ DN T i s« ]| -|—

Symbols, currency, arrows, maths
S|+|<[=]|>|" | ~ ¢ £ a ¥ | © ° -~ ° °
Qmnmn / €™

Accented uppercase

I+
T
o
X
I

9
r
>
v
-
I
©
A
N
"4
LN
o
Q
>
—
M
|
S v
8
-
Q
#
IA
v
<>

AAAAAARAECEEEET I T TPNOOOHOOBUUULUY PAA
ACICCCDDIEE|IEEEGGGIGHH T|T T/ ik LLILILILN
NNNOOOCERRRSSSSTTFOOUOUOUOUYWYYZZZATO
US TWWWY



Metr Grotesk 1n Character set 2/2

Accented lowercase

B a4 da 3 adecgceé éée i i i T dnoodéodooweUU 0 UYDPY
alalg|clélele|d|d|elélelelelglglaglglh|n|T]|i|ililv]ii|lilklix|l]L]|L
L't ' n'nn'nnooder r r s S s s ¢ttt 0U0U0U0UIYwWYyYy zZ 2z 2
[ f & 1T 06U s t | wwwy fifl

Small caps
A|lA|E|B|C|D|DP|E[DP|F|G|H|#H#H|I|T|I1|U|J|K|L|L|S|M|N|O|O|CE|@|P|Q|R|S
T F T PUUV WX Y zZ AAAAAAAAACCGGEC CDETETETETETE
EENEGG G GH i T T 7T 1 1T 5 7T 37T kKL L L tNNNNOGOGOGOG O
06 R R R S$ S g 8§ s T TU0UU0U0UUUJ0 YOI WWWWY YV Y %
Z 7 ss

Alternates: ssOl1, ss02, ss03, case

ald|alala|lalalqglalalf|: |filfliff|[filfl|-|-|—|«|»|c|>@ :|I|I|I|TI|I|I

T T 1 L1t 01 A A

I

602 characters and alternates shown - 648 glyphs per style

Zlutoucky kin




T ey ardeseendna . Eanfare: aaa Fanfare: aaa

502 Copital I with serif Illinois Il Illinois ITI

503 Suaight(the wiled Uisthe defauld) || (| il all fell ill
R Small Caps SMALL CAPS

¢sc  Capitals to small capitals NATO AND EU NATO AND EU

frac  Fractions 1/23/45/8 7/16 7270 78 Vs

tnum - Tabular figures 1,111.10 1,111.10

2030 0800 2030 0800

(H-1) [A-Z] @MG (H-1) [A-Z] @MG

Scientific inferiors H 2 O COZ C H 4

H,O CO, CH,
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13 Figures

012

Bold, proportional - Thin, tabular with slashed zero

Tabular figures in a timetable

RS,

Tram 8

Malostranska 06:04 06:11 06:18
Hradcanska 06:07 06:14 06:21
Vitézne namésti 06:10 06:17 06:24
Podbaba 06:18 06:25 06:30

Fractions and signs Arrows

Y2 ¥ Vs i S SN
€SEY Y% %o K A N v



Metr Grotesk

Languages

Albanian, Basque, Breton, Catalan, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, Estonian, Faroese, Finnish, French,
Galician, German, Hungarian, Icelandic, Irish, Italian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Luxembourgish, Maltese, Norwegian,
Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Romansh, Sami, Serbian (Latin), Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish,

Welsh and more.

Czech

Polish

German

Spanish

Turkish

Latvian

Icelandic

Prilis zlutoucky kdn Upél dabelské ody.

Pchnagc w te todz jeza lub osm skrzyn fig.

Victor jagt zwolf Boxkampfer quer Uber den
groBen Sylter Deich.

El veloz murciélago hindu comia feliz cardillo
y kiwi.

Pijamali hasta yagiz sofore ¢abucak guvend..

Glazskuna rukisi dzeruma Ciepj Baha
koncertfligelu vakus.

Keemi ny oxi hér, ykist pjofum nu baedi vil og
adrepa.

Slovak

Hungarian

French

Portuguese

Romanian

Lithuanian

Danish

Krdel stastnych datlov uci pri Usti Vahu
mlkveho kona obhryzat koru.

ArviztUro tukorfurdgep.

Portez ce vieux whisky au juge blond qui
fume.

Luis arguia a Julia que «bragoes, fé, chd, oxido,
por, zdngao» eram palavras.

Injuradnd pitigaiat, zoofobul comanda vexat
whisky si tequila.

|linkdama fechtuotojo Spaga sublykciojusi
pragrezé apvaly arbuza.

Hej bly gom vandt fraek sexquiz pa wc.



Hillious Fonts 15 Licences

Try it, license it, download it

hillious.

Desktop Web App

Print, images, video, logos and PDFs, for Self-hosted WOFF2 for websites, up to One app or game title on all platforms, by
1-3, 10 or 25 users. 20,000 page views a month. number of users.
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